Step Up to Biology A Level

A guide to help you get ready for A-level Biology, including everything from topic guides to
online learning resources.

“Whenever you feel sad, just remember that there are trillions of cells in
your body and all they care about it you.”
JarOfQuotes.com

At A Level, we study Edexcel A Salters-Nuffield.
The course includes three exam papers (each weighing 33.3%) on the following topics:
● Topic

1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk

● Topic

2: Genes and Health

● Topic

3: Voice of the Genome

● Topic

4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources

● Topic

5: On the Wild Side

● Topic

6: Immunity, Infection and Forensics.

● Topic

7: Run for your Life

● Topic

8: Grey Matter.

Course structure
The A Level Biology course is structured as follows:

Year 12
Term 1

Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk
Topic 3: Voice of the Genome

Term 2

Topic 2: Genes and Health
Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources

Term 3

Topic 2: Genes and Health
Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural Resources
Topic 5: On the Wild Side - Photosynthesis
Topic 7: Run for your Life –Respiration & Muscles

Year 13
Term 1

Topic 5 - On the wild side – climate changing, Adaptation

Term 2

Topic 7 - Run for your life – Homeostasis
Topic 6 - Infection, Immunity and Disease

Term 3

Topic 7 - Run for your life – Exercise, performance enhancing drugs
Unit 5: Topic 8 - Grey matter
Structured Revision

Assessment and marking
You will be assessed throughout the two years with periodic mock exams, end of year 1 exams, three terminal
exam papers, all at the end of Year 13, and all core practical competencies.
Paper 1 - 2 hours – All AS and topic 5 and Topic 6
Paper 2 - 2 hours – All AS and topic 7 and topic 8
Paper 3 – 2 hours - All topics 1-8, core practical and pre-release.

Assessed work should always be stored in the front of your Biology folder (see below).
When you receive feedback, you should respond to it in green pen.
The Biology department uses a mixture of summative and formative feedback to help you improve your work.
This means you may not receive a ‘grade’ or ‘mark’ on your work.
An example exam papers and the full specification can be located on the Edexcel website for your consideration:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.html

Your folder
You will be given a Lever Arch folder to store your work in. This should
be where all your work is stored. You need to ensure that you:
●
●
●
●

Use dividers
Store all marked work in your folder
Store all hand-outs and revision materials in your folder
Your notes

